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LIVING
Newbook explores
sites, structures
in state

ByScott Smith
Times Record
ssmith@swtimes.com

F or those who have
ever wondered the
history and current

conditions of numer-
ous abandoned buildings
throughout Arkansas,
answers now can be
found courtesy a Fort
Smith author’s new book.

Retailing for $24.99
and written by Fort
Smith resident James
Kirkendall, Eddy Sisson
of Vilonia, Ginger Beck of
Little Rock and Michael
Schwarz of Los Angeles,
“Abandoned Arkan-
sas: An Echo from the
Past” explores aban-
doned structures and
areas in the Natural
State, including Dog-
patch USA, the Majestic
Hotel in HotSprings
and more.The book can
beordered online via
Amazon, Books A Mil-
lion,Target and Barnes &

Noble.
“The book is derived

from our website, Aban-
donedAr.com, and there
will be a mixture of color

and black-
and-white
photo-
graphs,”
said the
32-year-
old
Kirken-

dall, who is a member of
the Abandoned Arkansas
nonprofit group and a
2006 Southside High
School graduate.

Kirkendall will discuss
and autograph copies
ofhis book from 2-4 p.m.
Feb. 2 at Bookish: An
Indie Shop for Folks Who
Read, 115 N. 10th St.,
Suite H-119-C. He will
do the same at a similar
eventthat will beginat 1
p.m. March 23 at the Fort
Smith Museum of His-
tory, 320 Rogers Ave.

“The book is set up in
four different parts, with
Michael’s area mostly on
the Majestic Hotel in Hot
Springs, and Eddy’s part
mostly is mostly about
Dogpatch USA,” said
Kirkendall. “The parts
written by Ginger and
Ikind of involve different
locations.

“My favorite type of
explorations involve hos-
pitals, and there will be
one hospital located near
Fort Smith that will be
in the book,” he added.
“I’ll just leave the name
of it as a secret for now,
to help get people really
interested and excited for
this book.”

Kirkendall admitted
he initially was nervous
about being a co-author
for the book. Hehad
never written a book
before, and his abilities in
writing and photography
were self-taught.

“The publisher,
America Through Time,
reached out to us to
do the book, which
was neat,” Kirkendall
said. “When Michael
Schwarzasked if I wanted
to be a part of it, I was
pretty nervous about it,
but it was exciting.”

Calming his own
nerves, Kirkendall
formed a metaphorical
roadmap of how he was
going to structure the
writing for his section of
the book. He said once

his “anxiety” disap-
peared, ideas came to him
quickly.

“What’s different
about this book, I think,
is we are bringing a
personal touch to it — a
personal connection,”
said Kirkendall, who has
visited and photographed
more than 50 abandoned
structures in Arkansas
and parts of Texas. “I feel
like that is what makes
this bookstand out.”

The Abandoned Arkan-
sas group originated by
Schwarz, the nonprofit’s
director, in Conway in
2012. Schwarz, accord-
ing to Kirkendall, was
“bored in college and
needed something to do.”
The Abandoned Arkan-
sas Facebook page was
created, resulting inthe
public’sgrowing interest
in it and AbandonedAr.
com, Kirkendall said.

“There are four main
members, who are the
four of us who wrote the
book, but we do have
some guest photogra-
phers submit photos
from some locations

every now and then,”
he said. “Most of the
photos in the ‘Abandoned
Arkansas’ book are origi-
nal works by us.”

For years, Kirkendall
refused to see the attrac-
tion to history, even
the history of his own
state. It washis growing
interest in abandoned
structures thateventually
boostedKirkendall’srespect
for history.

“For me personally,
Abandoned Arkansas has
given me a great oppor-
tunity,” Kirkendall said.
“There’s alot of things
that I get obsessed over,
and this is one of them. I
think ‘Who gets to write
a book?’ We’ve been in
magazines and in the
news, so it’s great to have
your work exposed.

“I’m grateful to
Michael Schwarz for
giving me this opportu-
nity to be a part of the
team,” he added. “We’re
kind of combining art
with history, and it’s
good to get that aware-
ness on these buildings
out there.”

Fort Smith author pens ‘Abandoned Arkansas’

The new book, “Abandoned
Arkansas: An Echo from
the Past,” was co-written
by Fort Smith native
and 2006 Southside
High School graduate
James Kirkendall. The
book explores numerous
abandoned structures
throughout Arkansas and
can be ordered online via
Amazon, Books A Million,
Target and Barnes & Noble.
[PHOTO SUBMITTED BY JAMES

KIRKENDALL]

I ’m going to go on
a limb and assume
that you have a junk

drawer. We all have
one, and I don’t know
about you, but I’m not
about to get rid of mine.
After all, where else
would we put our junk?

Recently, a reader
wrote asking how to
conquer his junk drawer.
“I can’t find anything in
there so I keep re-buying
all the stuff I bought
already!” he said.

Having never thought
much about junk draw-
ers, I decided to see what
the experts have to say.
Emilie Barnes, co-author
of “More Hours in My
Day,” says the secret to
junk drawer organization
is proper dividing con-
tainers. But wait! Don’t
run out to the mall to buy
all kinds of pricey divid-
ing containers. Barnes
says you already have
what you need: muffin
tins, a silverware tray,
an ice cube tray, a coffee
can, a small box and even
(hold on!) egg cartons. I
stopped short on the egg
cartons. Seemed a little
gross to me.

Next I checked with
Marla Cilley (aka “The
FlyLady” and author of
the book “Sink Reflec-
tions”). Cilley says you
cannot organize clut-
ter. The only way, she
says, to get control of
any space is to empty it
and clean it and then put
things back, each thing
in its own place.

Knowing I couldn’t
advise my reader if
I’d not experienced
this myself, I took the
plunge. I dumped that
sucker right onto the
kitchen rug. Boy, was
I shocked to see the
drawer was lined with
lovely paper. Believe me,
it’s been years since I’ve
seen the bottom of that
drawer.

I cleaned it and
slid it back into its

compartment. Next, I
went in search of divid-
ing containers. I found a
muffin tin I haven’t used
in years, a desk drawer
organizer and a silver-
ware tray. And just to
be fair, I did empty an
egg carton. I hit it with a
coat of spray paint, and
you know, it didn’t look
half bad. I opted for the
desk drawer organizer
because it was larger
than my other choices.
I have no idea where
this thing came from. It
was stashed in my junk
... cupboard. Anyway, I
cut the egg carton into
shapes to fit around the
divider and managed to
fill the entire bottom of
that drawer with a series
of small compartments.

And now for the chal-
lenge: facing that pile on
the floor. First I pulled
out anything with a cord,
wound it and secured
it with a rubber band.
Then I began to segre-
gate: screws in one pile,
nails in another. Pencils,
pens and small tools
fit neatly into the long,
narrow compartments.
Tacks, washers and
small, round things were
perfect in the egg com-
partments. I kept putting
like things together into
the remaining com-
partments until all that
remained was authentic
junk destined for the
trashcan.

You wouldn’t believe
all the neat stuff I
found ... stuff I really,
truly need and, like my
reader-friend, items I’d
re-purchased because
I forgot I had them
already. Well, no more!

It took the better part
of two hours to wrestle
back control of my junk
drawer. Thanks to Emilie
and Marla, now it is so
useful and so beautiful
I’ve decided to rename
it. I don’t have a junk
drawer anymore. I have a
brand-new Help Drawer.

Mary invites ques-
tions, comments and
tips at Mary@Every-
dayCheapskate.com, or
c/o Everyday Cheap-
skate, 12340 Seal Beach
Blvd., Suite B-416, Seal
Beach, CA 90740.

EVERYDAY CHEAPSKATE

Face to face with the
junk drawer

MaryHunt
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TODAY’S HISTORY: In
1802, Congress passed a
bill that established the

position of Librarian of
Congress.

In 1837, Michigan was

admitted as the 26th
U.S. state.

Kirkendall
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